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THE RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 


The LORD BISHOP of HEREFORD, 


The following imperſect Attempt to 


vindicate liberal Piety, were it as well exe 9 
cuted as intended, would (Vor Reaſons : 
known to all his Lorafhip's Clergy) be with 


5 more Propriety than it Now is, 


* 


moſt reſpetzfull) inſerited, 


by has Lordfhip's dutiſul Son, 


and obliged humble Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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HOUGH I have long Sis honoured | 
with the friendſhip of Dr, Valpy, and 


an an admirer of the ſermon which has fallen | 
under your ſevere cenſure, yet 1 ſhould have 
thought that his well known character and 
principles, and the excellent compoſition, 8 
offenſive to you, were in themſelves too ſtrong 
to need any external aid to rebate the force of 
your malignant aſſault. Solely therefore on 
his account it were needleſs to anſwer your 
fanatical accuſation, and whether I have with 
propriety termed it malignant, can only be 
proved, as 1 conceive, by reviewing the diſ- 
| courſe which you have reprobated, and the 
| methods employed by you for its condem- 
nation. This is the firſt, and I truſt will be 


the laſt time that the bow of controverſy is bent 
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by me againſt an individual; unpractiſed in this 
form of axchery I expect not ſeldom to ſhoot 
befide my mark, but I would at leaſt attempt 
to repel a virulent accuſation from an eſtimable 
friend, and thereby ſupport the cauſe of good 
manners by the reprehenſion of what I have | 
called, but not yet proved to be virulent. For . 
| the proof of this aſſertion, it will be proper to 
give the reader a ſhort deſcription of the diſ- 
courſe upon which you have inflicted your 
N animadverſion. 


. Valor. it ſeems, undeitakes to deliver» 


upon an occaſion and to an audience the moſt | 

| folemn and reſpectable, a diſcourſe from the ] 

” pulpit upon the following text. (Heb. 6, c. pft. 

of v. 1.) Let us go on unto perjettibn, His A 
avowed purpole 1s to counteract an opinion too 
prevalent, that we are not going on unto per- 


fection, but that human nature upon the whole 


is more and more degenerating. Previouſſy to 
the proof of the opinion which he adopts, he 


obſerves that this gloomy doctrine of degene- 
racy diſcourages improvement, and relaxes ex- 
ertions in moral and religious purſuits, but that 
F | the 
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(7-7 
the contrary effect is to be expected from that 
opinion which it is his aim to ſupport. His 


method of ſupporting it, ſeemingly the only 


rational one, is that of hiſtorical inveſtigation, 


and this is conducted in ſuch a manner as to 


juſtify you in ſaying, that one knows not 


which moſt to admire, the rich vein of hiſtoti- 


j | cal information contained in it, or the learned 

manner in which it is conveyed, ſo that our 
minds are carried, by almoſt imperceptible ad- 
vances, through many ſtriking revolutions of 
ſtates, and important occurrences from the be- 
ginning of time down to the preſent period.” : 


The preacher then having hiſtorically proved, 


in my opinion, his important aſſertion, draws 
thoſe practical inferences to which you have 
4 advanced no objections, and to which I con- 
3 ceive none can be advanced, It is to be ob- 


ſerved too, and the obſervation is material on 


account of your "reply, that in different places 
this compoſition, antichriſtian as you would re- 


preſent it, declares the writer's belief in the di- 


vinity of Chriſt, in the doctrine of Redemption, 


| and the! inſufficiency of human reaſon without 
the 


wing 


— 
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66 
the divine aid, and that nothing in the diſcourſe 
was meant, as in fact nothing tends, to encou- 
rage a vain preſumption in our ſuperior metits. 
The writer's knowledge of holy ſcripture, 
and his reverence for it abundantly diſcloſe 
themſelves in the ſermon, which perhaps had 
|: elſcaped your reply, had he not proved by an 
evidence the moſt formidable and ſolid, an 
opinion the moſt oppoſite to your own, and in- 

_ eidentally, in its place, noted the fanatical auſ- 
tcrity of the Calviniſts. Fanaticifm and auſte- 
rity being terms tantamount to fooliſhneſs and 

ill nature, you, as a Calviniſt, could not but be 
diſpleaſed with them, but then prudentially 
ſtudious for the honour of your perſuaſion, you | J 
will be careful (it is to be expected) in your A 
reply to this ſtigma not to aid it by ſhewing 
that you are cither fanatical or auſtere. Re- 
ſpecting the Calviniſts in general, if they are of 

an auſtere kind, the fact muſt be aſcertained . 
from their hiſtory and their writings, and pre- 

ſ ſumed, but with great caution, from their prin- 

5 "NM ciples. With their hiſtory I am not unac- 

1 quainted, but I ſhall not declare in words what 

A their recorded actions, be they good or bad, 
5 muſt 
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muſt more clearly atteſt of them; val ob- 
ſervations upon ſpeaking facts, bould thoſe 
facts ſpeak againſt the agents, either as a body 

or individually, but widen conteſts among 
mankind, and however cuſtomary, are idle re- 
ſpecting reaſon, and pernicious reſpecting vir- 
tue. Of their leading principles I think not 
well, or I ſhould adopt them, but I do not 
infer the conduct of the individuals from their 
principles, having been perſonally acquainted 


XZ liberality in manners and conduct I have the 
YZ greateſt reſpect, yet I cannot but fay of them 
what was aid of my Lord Dorſetz 


The beſt 1 men with the work -tatured mule, 


Of choir Site I muſt frankly ſay, that 1 

have ſeldom thought them otherwiſe than illi- 
bderal and auſtere. The compoſition which I 
am now to conſidet ** be fairly exhibited ; 
. | =2 a ſample, 


t | = War before the exhibition of * effect p pro- 
| duced on our mind by the diſcourſe which 
is the object of your zealous cenſure, it will 


with many Calviniſts, for whoſe humanity and 


＋ — — — — 8 — PG — 


— — tio 


— — 
r 


ͤ— > <> ——_ 


« 
=o 

—_ — 
4 _ P * 


is — —ͤ—ũ—m—— —n— — — 
rr Ee es, es A _———_— ⁵B 4 — 


* . — * — — 2 4 
„ . AR 4 0 * » - h = 2 th - adit es 8 
22 5 * - l — n + 25 ——— ty Ie —_ 4 " * . » * & 2 8 
a 2 2 " 8 — . * _ 5 oo : 4s * 2 a YL : , * 4 . : 
Dat into oe ts ——— — —ͤ— — — — — 2 — ? ; = Nr 4 s 
5 2 2 - , 


yo 
5 — — ' 
* ——ä—4ĩ— —— — * my 
— — * . * 
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be orderly to ſtate in this place the probable. 


effect of it upon the human mind in general, 


From the preceding ſtatement of the doctrines, 


diſperſedly inculcated, in the diſcourſe of my 


friend, it will be determined, I conceive, that 
he is an orthodox member of the Church of 
England, and that the plan purſued in - this 
compoſition is, as a plan, and in the conduct 
of it, at once adapted to demonſtrate the 
truth and amiableneſs of Chriſtianity j and 
therefore to ſtrengthen the ardour of it's friends, 
to conciliate the lukewarm into their circle, 
and to vanquiſh it's enemies by that rational 
appeal, that form of argumentation which 
_ uſually makes the ſureſt and moſt acceptable I 
impreſſion. upon the human mind. A view, - 1 
extending through ages, of the divine provi» = 
| dence advancing it's beneficent ends, ſublimely 
ſtrikes our imagination, exhibits the paternal _ 


Deity in that point of wiſdom, power, and 


- goodneſs, which lifts us above the temptations 
of the preſent day, and enlarging our proſpects 


and deſigne, throws us into that courſe of 


moral magnanimity and generoſity for which 


we were framed; our hearts are warmed to 


become 
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become fellow-labourers with God. This 
view, ſo chearful as well as magnificent, ani- 


mates us into our beſt forms of activity, and 
this gracious diſplay of the Divine goodneſs» 
tends to increaſe our Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, through the delightful medium of grati- 
{ tude; our Faith, by a rational proof of the 
Divine truth ; our Hope of future good by the 
diſplay of the paſt; and our Charity to man 
from a ſympathy with the benevolence of God 
ſo atteſted towards all men, and from a natu- 
ral defire to imitate that goodneſs thus attrac- 
_ tively unfolded to our view. But from theſe 
| exhibited profits of Godlineſs in things tem- 
poral, Godlineſs itſelf becomes dearer and 
dearer to the human heart, and we are winged 


exultingly into it's heavenly courſe by the 


cheering impulſe of Hope, Love, and Admira- | 


tion, rather than thruſt into it laggingly and 


gloomily by the laſhes of F ear, and the: hor- 


rors of exaggerated Guilt, Theſe are the 


effects upon the human mind, which I con- 
ceive may in general be expected from the 


diſcourſe which you would ſtigmatize, but 


with what degree of propriety 1 am now at 


* 1 liberty 


. 
liberty to conſider, by viewing with ſome de- 


ow © of detail the fallies of your Calviniſtical 
zeal. 


The title page prepares for the preface by 
it's motto, The wiſdom of the world is fool- 
iſhneſs with God.” Habitual auſterity knows 
not when it is auſtere, and therefore perhaps 
you are not aware how intelligibly you have 
told the reader i in this ſcriptural ſentence, that 
in your opinion, the Reverend D. D. againſt 


85 whom you are now. entering the liſts, merits 


| the Apoſtolical cenſure by a diſcourſe which 
from its worldly wiſdom is fooliſhneſs with 
God. In this ſhort ſally, at the firſt onſet, 
you have made a deadly thruſt at the very 
vitals of my friend's reputation. But this ſpe- 
cimen hung forth in your window will be 
found to proclaim the contents of the ſhop. 
There is as much auſterity concentered i 1n this 
ſmall compaſs as can well be imagined, it is a 
ſneer, it is pert, it is a rude familiarity with 
holy ſcripture, it is fanatical, oo 5 
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Of your preface I have not a better opinion; 


it opens with a figure of Rhetoric inconſiſtent 
with the gravity of a pious deſign, and with 


the urbanity of a polite and amiable mind, or 


in other words more to the purpole, with 
| Chriſtian courteſy. You call Dr. V. a Goliah 
in literature, and though avowing a conſciouſ- 


neſs of your own inferior talents, yet, as if 


your talents were not inferior, you readily ſtep 
into the moſt contemptuous treatment of him, 
nor have one but many ſtones in your ling, 
and you whirl them at him with a violence 
that teſtifies your ſpiritual ſelt- ſufficiency, your 


aſſurance that you are the David ſupported by 


the Lord of Hoſts againſt this Goliah, and 
_ equally expreſſes your fanatical contempt of 


good letters, good manners, and the reſt of 
mankind who are not of your perſuaſion. You 


charge Dr. V. when aſſerting from exhibited 
proofs that man has been in a progreſſive ſtate 


of moral and religious 1mprovement—with 


3 uttering a doctrine derogatory to the whole 


ſyſtem of Truth, to Reaſon, and to daily Ex- 
perience, or in other words, you charge him 


cither with an ignorance of Truth ſo unbe- 


coming 
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( 14 ) 
coming a Goliah in literature, or with a want 
of common ſenſe and an abject inability to 


make the ſame uſe of daily experience as is 
made by other men, or what is far worſe, 
you charge him with a voluntary abuſe of 
this knowledge, and theſe faculties. It was 
not conſonant with your duty as a Chriſtian, 
nor in your way as a reaſoner to make theſe 
remarks, ſo odiouſſy perſonal ; they were fo». 
reign to your point, which was a rational 
refutation, with the aid of holy ſcripture, of 
the principles which you reprobate. But 
not contented with this Antichriſtian violence, 
you finiſh your preface with an uncandid inſi- 
nuation, by a ſolemn and daring appeal to the 
God of Truth; that truth is only on your 
| fide, whoſe votaries will, you doubt not, pe- 
ruſe your uncharitable treatiſe with a charitable 


eye. Thus you would murder your neigh- 


bour with an executioner's axe, and then de- 


fire mankind to ſtroke you with a feather. 80 


much for your preface, which contains an 


Uiad of n in a nutſhell, 


. 

Your treatiſe opens with politeneſs and ele- 
gance, (which I can eaſily believe to be the 22 
tural turn of your mind) and the ſtream flows 
on with calmneſs and clearneſs till fanaticiſm 
blows upon it at the end of the third paragraph, 


and all is then a muddy turbulence. And now 


you would teach us that this fine-wrought hiſ- 


torical tiſſue, this rich vein of hiſtorical infor- 
mation is in a ſpiritual ſenſe, a vaſt chaſm, an 
univerſal blank, .that renders it impoſlible to 
FT edify and refreſh the ſoul, that it is to a man 
who is in the exerciſe of faith in Chriſt, and 
love to God, like a ſumptuous veſture worn 
by a perſon of mean rank, ſtriking indeed to 
the eye at a diſtance, but u i to the under- 
ſtanding on a nearer view. 'I hat is, you are 
| offended with it, and greatly too, as appears 
from the metaphors and fimilitudes which you 


have ſpread out in array againſt it. But, it 


1 ſieems, that in Dr. V.'s peripicuity of (tile, there 
3 1s this advantage that one can underitand his 
meaning, however defective it may be (ac- 
cording to your hazardous aſſertion) in {pri 


tual wildom, 


And 


49 

And now you proceed, ſuitably to the liceris 
tiouſneſs of your cenſorious zeal, and your in- 
explicable conſciouſneſs of divine illumination, 
to aſſert, (conſiſtently dogmatical) not that you 
think the theory of Dr. V. erroneous, but that it 
is, and to pronounce it too a theory fo hoſtile 
to Religion (no light charge upon my Clerical | f 
friend) that you ought not as a citizen, nay 4 


more that it would be highly criminal in 


you as a Chr tian, to fuffer | it's intruſion on the 
public, or even on his friends without contra 
diction. I hope that the times are not quite ſo 
embittered with the habits of inhuman inci- 
vility, that I may not leave the above paragraph 
without my comment to deelare it's own un- 
cbaritable complexion. But the ſtorm is now | 
up, you are not content with the preceding 
turbulence, wave preſſes upon wave, and at 
length you infinuate that my eſtimable friend is 
not only erroneous but conſcious of his error, 
and that he is fraudulent enough to cover it by 
Rhetoric. I cannot ſay that hitherto you have 
been prudent to conceal your fanatical auſterity 
by thoſe common decencies which are now ob- 
ſerved in the moſt ordinary intercourſe between 
man 


= 


4 vx; 1 

man and man. Prithee, friend, take my purſe 
but ſpare my reputation, ſince the former is 
more cafily reſupplied than the latter. Is it by 
this treatment of man you ſhew yourſelf exerciſed. 


in the faith of Chriſt and love of God? In good 
truth there is nothing refr hing to the ſoul of 


a good man in the above effufion of your flam- 


ing zcal, nor can I diſcover any ſpiritual ſenſe 
under it's carnal violence. It is a chaſm indeed, 
yawning and barking like Scylla, and gorging 
down all the good affections which attune man 
to man, and foſter that charity which is the end 


ofthe commandment. But when youfiniſhed this 
lait ſentence of the paragraph, „ however 4% 
guſting it may prove to it's oppolers,” did not 
your heart recoil from it? No. Tuch is fanati- 
ciſm. I finccrely pity you, you muſt have 


been much familiarized to theſe invaſions upon 


charity by your fellow ſaints, men (in their 
own opinion) mighty in the excrciſe of Faith in 


& Chriſt. A Chriſtian would not haſtily difeuſt 


where he might perſuade, nor apply a cauſtic 


_ where an opzate might anſwer. To be familiar 


with theſe harſh proceſles 1 is to be familiar with 
inhumanity, It behoves you to conſider whe- 


Co ther 
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ther the evil ſpeaking of Chriſtian nia Chriſ- 
tian docs not more retard the growth of Faith 
than the evil ſpeaking of infidelity againſt Chriſ- 


tianity? The latter has been the providential 
means of occaſioning the brighteſt vindications 


of the truth; not but that the nonſence of fana- 


ticiſm, under the cenſure of a Greene, a War- 


burton, &c. has been attended with it's bene- 
f cial effects. You now take advantage of Dr. 


V. 's modeſt apology for an opinion which men 
in general have controverted, but you are not 
aware that the majority of mankind i is not qua- = 
lified with that enlargement of mind, and copi- 
ouſneſs of learning, which are requiſite for the 
_ diſcovery of certain truths, To evince the 
truth of that opinion which you controvert 


aſked the judgment the learning, and the libe- 


Z rality of my friend, as it aſked the ſame talents 


"WW Biſhop Law to ſupport that opinion by the 
fame rational means. A general agreement of 


mankind in ſome opinions is a preſumption of 
their truth, in others which aſk extenſive learn- 
ing, cr a long courſe of reaſon and experiment 
to prove them, tne genera! agreement has leſs 


weight. 
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( 19 ) 
In your next paragraph, the eagle is in it's 
full fury, and, all talons, pounces on its prey, 
but has raſhly come in contact with a ſerpent, 


' whoſe bite ſhall vanquiſh him. You are not 

here blindly thruſt forwards as the enthuſiaſt. 
| of your theme, as fanatically blind to the miſ- 
chief you may occaſion, for you clearly per- 
ceive and acknowledge that you are bringing a 


charge of Heteroduxy againſt a miniſter of the 


Church of England, and yet continue to ad- 
vance your accuſation at the expence of im- 
peaching his probity in that character. And 
then ſo confident are you that the Calviniſts 
poſleſs, excluſively, the infallible clue of ſcrip- 
tural interpretation, that you aſſert their opi- 
nions to be thoſe only which have ever been 


owned by God, to the ſalvation of ſinners, and 
the edification of ſaints. A pious and humble 


Chriſtian ſhould tremble to hold a language 


which i imports in himſelt an unerring inſight into 


| the divine word ; contented with his own inter- | 
; pretation of ſcripture he condemns not that of 


other men; he conſiders their chance of finding 
truth upon a par with his own, he conſiders him- 
as a : fallible man, and leaves every one to that 


Cs only 
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only cenſure mich is the criterion of wk, L 

I do not exactly know what you mean by the I 
edification of laints, or where theſe ſaints are, q 
but whatever may be your hypotheſis of ſaint- 
hood, I expect the largeſt meaſure of charity 3 
in that character, nor include any one under 3 
it who in this age preſumes to be an infallible 
interpreter of ſcripture. The ſame lelf- opinia- 4 
trety purſues you reſpecting the articles of the 3 
. Church ol England, for here too in your own | y 
opinion you ate equally. infallible, or why = 
| ſhould you invidiouſly charge Dr. V. with a 3 


deviation from the doctrines contained i in them, 
merely becauſe he may underſtand them in a 
| ſenſe different from your's? Well one knows the _ 
Quixotiſm of the fanatic, but when I conſider 
the array of intelle& drawn out on the ſide of 
Dr. Valpy, both in the preſent and paſt age, 
from Tillotſon to Jortin, not to ſpeak of the 
living of whom polterity will ſpeak gratefully, 
I ſhould imile at your preſent ſally if I did not 
with mingled pity and reſpect regard your in- 
integrity of good meaning, bluſtring on under 
the lecret ſpur of ſelf- ſufficiency. 1 conceive, 
goed dir, that you are too old to act like a 
| ſchoolboy 
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ſchoolboy, who deſpiſes every ſchool but his 
own. I muſt preſume to ſay that your accu- 


ſition of Dr. V. as a faithleſs miniſter of the 


Church of England, was a ſpecimen of Cal- 
viniſtical autterity. Whether you are one in a 
brotherhood of fanatics, or a conclave of Car- 
dinals, makes little difference to the reſt of 
mankind, you are ſtill unreformed, and of a 
tyrannical church, if you preſume, beyond the 
rights of fallible man, to ſeat yourſelves in the 
chair of an infallible Antichriſt, in the chair of 
Antichriſtian ſcorn. Woe-work you, to bor- 

row the exclamation of honeſt Latimer, how 
long will you and your brother ſaints, in a 
bluſter of ill- informed Picty, trample under 
your feet the foremoſt virtues of Charity, and 
by your mode of upholding Chriſtian tr uth, 
ſupply it's many enemies with the moſt perni- 
cious prejudices againſt it? It is from your 
furnace iſſue thole dark clouds which darken 
our views of divine benevolence, tint over the 


= human character with hues of horror, and 


by ſhedding a miſt over the faireſt gifts of 
Deity in the ages paſt, plunge your little circle 
only not into the laſt depths of deſpair, that ye 


may 


is) 
may rebound anon into the utmoſt heigths of 
ſpiritual preſumption, Theſe horrors and theſe 


follies ſeen from a diſtance by perſons unac- 


quainted with genuine Chriſtianity form a ſpec- 


tacle from which they turn with ſcorn or 


abhorrence. Would you wiſh, and who would 
not wiſh, men to imitate your Piety, why will 


you not draw them into it by thoſe chords of 
: love, and liberality, and mannerly reſpects, 
| which were ever adopted by your favourite 
St. Paul, and by one whoſe ſhoe-latchet he 
E was not worthy to unlooſe? 5 


Vour nexr r paragraph, e it includes but 
five lines and a half, is however capacious 
| enough to admit prolixity, nonſenſe, and the 


moſt unmannerly expreſſion of malice in the 
end of an effuſion which commenced with a 
ineer. The main buſineſs of this gabble might 
have been diſpatched by the addition of a few 


unoffending words to the ſubſequent paragraph, 


But the boiling of the caldron 1 1s the Ren 
ot the ſcum. 
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I am ſo much in the habit of thinking (and, 


heaven knows, of including myſelf among the 
probable examples) that moſt men are apter 
to talk nonſenſe than they ſuppoſe themſelves to 
do, that I could wiſh for a little more attention. 


to Logic, as an art, than has been the Faſhion 


5 of late years, P erhaps the period ſtudied with 
1 reference to the ſound has ſome what tended to 
1 divert our attention from the lenſe. 


Dr. V. it ſeems, has forgotten 0 define bis. 


theme, becauſe he was loſt in the deep re- 
(c earches of ſtudy, or ſoaring on the wings of 
refined literature. What—do you ſuppole that 

| when he was writing his ſermon, and loſt in 
the deep receſſes of ſtudy, he ſtudied any thing 
but the ſubject that was properly before him 4 


but if that was the caſe, and the calc it certainly 
was as appears from the manner in which he 


handles his ſubject, he was then too ſtudious of his 


theme to forget it's definition, ſhould he have 
thought it neceſſary : then as ſoaring on the 


wings of refined literature, or in other words 


being loſt in the deep reſearches of ſtudy, for 


you have made a difference without a dis- 


tinQtion, 


( 24 ) 

tinction, he was ſtill in the courſe, being lo 
r:fined in his intellectual operations, not to 
overlook, if neceſſary, ſuch an obvious part of 
an elegant compoſition as the definition of the 
ſubject. I ſhould have expected a very diffe- 
rent concluſion from your premiſes, but I am 
frank to ſay, that you were determined to ſneer, 
and that this wretched movement of the heart 
is duly * by a YAN ot nonſenſe from 

the head, 


| What you n mean by * t * a hams I 
MY know not, the burden of a diſcourſe i is, in my 
conception, the theme or ſubject of a diſcourſe, 
but if my conception is right, you have been 
talking of the theme of a theme. The cloſing 
charge of your paragraph againſt Dr. V. tells 
us that he was conſcious of defending a bad 
cauſe, and there fore fraudulently forbore to de- 
fine his theme, in order to withhold the princi- 
pal evidence againſt his doctrine. Now this 
comes of your being a Saint, and one of the 
elect; you are now qualified, though a /ayman, 
by the plenitude of illumination, to teach Dis. 
of Divinity the arts of lacred oratory, and to 
tell 


by. 
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tell their reverences to their teeth that they 
are no better than they ſhould be; but be 
pleaſed to remember that ill manners from 
the preſs, having a wider circulation, are more 
| hoſtile to the peace of mankind than in a pri- 
vate circle, This is that licence of ſpeech, 
which has rendered the polemical conteſts of 
Theologians ſo fatal to the cauſe of Chriſtianity ; 
this is that peeviſh exceptiouſneſs of the Cal- 
viniſt, which from its firſt outſet has rankled 
like a bliſter on the ſide of ſociety, occaſionally 
a wholeſome regimen, but upon the whole an 
irritable application which has waſted the peace 
of mankind. And yet I muſt fay, that ye too 
are going on unto perfection, and exemplify 
Z that poſition which ye would controvert, acting 
as Citizens more pacifically and prudently than 
the diſciples of your ſchool in the ages paſt, and 
now requiring, as a body, not ſo much the cen- 
ſure of virtue, as the admonition of friendſhip, 
The genuine patriot has no charge to bring 
againſt you, the genuine Chriſtian mult upon 
the whole reſpect you, but as ſuch, he will la- 
bour to render your piety liberal, and to reſcue 
you from that fanaticiſm, which does not ſo 
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much diſprove the exiſtence of your good ſenſe, 
as impede its operation, It is time that you 


ſhould adorn the dodtrire of God in all things, 


and be all things to all men in order to fave 


ſome, leſt like the patriot Cato, ye ſhould in- 
jure the cauſe which ye love, and advance that 


which "Ou abhor. 


And now, Sir, you next proceed to under- 


take the definition of Perfection, and the buſi- 


neſs is conducted with the Phraſeology, and 
= agreeably to the doctrines, of your ſet. You 
| have taken occafion from a particular diſcourſe, 

which is the object of your aſſailance, to tell 
us a twice- told tale, and perhaps have not been 
aware, (for I would not. be very uncharitable to 
you) that by this conduct you may do greater 
ecvil than you intend to the individual with 


whom you are on your part in conteſt, and to 
the public. 
ological ſtrife, and renders obſtinacy more ob- 
ſtinate. The majority of your readers cannot 


ſeparate your perſuaſion from that which is 


moſt contiguous to it, therefore your long ha- 


It is this folly which extends the- 


rangue intimates from it's length, earneſtneſs 
and 


1 4. 
©, 


' 
©", 


LP 7 
and expoſitory parade, that the learned Doctor 
has uttered ſomething tremendouſly amiſs, 
whereas the upſhot of the ſtory is that he is not 
a methodift. And this is all which it is neceſ- 
 fary to ſay, upon the preſent occaſion, in reply 
to your attractive view of perfection. In 
ſhort your harangue amounts to this, you ſay 
nothing to the purpoſe, as his opponent, when 
you ſay, what he and every rational member 
of the Church of England ſay, and you ſay as 
little to the purpoſe, as his opponent, When 
you divulge the ſpecial tenets of your ſect. Is 
he wrong becauſe he does not think with you 
reſpecting theſe tenets? Vou cannot venture 
to pronounce him ſuch without venturing to 
pronounce yourſelf intallible. I print a ſermon 
agreeable to the opinions now prevailing in the 
members of the Church of England, Mr. 
Layman writes to prove my opinions wrong, 
by declaring his own. There is no end of this 
idleneſs, a Roman Catholic, a Quaker, &c. 
might take this line, and attempt to prove me : 
wrong becauſe I am not a Papiſt, or Quaker, 
If individuals profeſſedly affail your diſtinguiſh- 
ing opinions, and draw forth a formidable ar- 
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titlery againſt it, you may be called upon ta 
make a reply, otherwiſe your thœological chi- 
valry, will be conlidered as Quixotiſm, as an- 
tichrittian contentiouſneſs, or a jeſuitical ma- 
nagement to take an uncharitable occaſion for 
the diſſemination of your principles, -- 
mark all the uncontroverted truſs, which the 
fervor and particularity of your exvrefl? on con- 
ceal from the view of them who are not ſeen 
in the language of your ſchool, or to expoſe to 
juſt indignation all your illiberalities, as vet un- 
noticed by me, I now conceive unneceflary : af- 
ter my preceding obſervations. 1 poſſeſs not 
the bow, nor the practice, nor the power of 
aiming the arrow, which in other hands have N 
long ago demoliſhed your diſtinguiſhing tenets, 
therefore I can have nothing to fay further upon 
your laſt publication of them. But before we 
part, for be aſſured we are now to part for ever, 
permit me as a Chriſtin Brother to obſerve, 
with a reference to the ſtrange delight which you 
and yours take in deſcanting upon the worth- 
leſmmeſs and miſeries of wnredeemed man, and 
in faticizing the lights of pagan antiquity, which 
form a part of the moral illumination from 
Heaven, 


( W- 
Heaven, and are in part matter of pious thankf. 
giving to the benevolent ſource of all Truth, 
— Permit me to | obſerve, that we have 15 
means to diſcuſs what would have been the 
ſlate of mon in a future life had he nct been 


bleſſed with a Redeemer, nor have we any 
XZ cauſe to ſhoot horrors through our hearts by 


dwelling upon this dark view of human con- 
dition, or impioully to pierce into the c uncils 


of the Moſt High by examining wat in this 5 


5 caſe might have been his conduct, magnifying 


| his grace as the Redeemer at the expence of | 


his goodneſs as the Creator, and applauding his 
gift of Revelation at the coſt of his gift of 
Reaſon. They are both his divine lights, and N 
praiſed be God for both. And ſince men have 
ſo abuſed the terms Faith and Good Works, it 
behoves us to be cautious in uſing them, and 
when Religion is our ſubject to hold a lan- 


guage which wall neither ſhock our reaſon nor 
our faith. 


The mus of our hopes of everlaſting 
happineſs is plain, not our temporary good 
works,. but the merits of the Saviour Chriſt, 
8 and 


(5) 
nd that we cannot be rightecus or juſtified 
before God as claimants for everlaſting happi- 

roſs, but through his Grace in Chriſt, is not to 
te queſtioned ; but within theſe bounds we 
muſt confine the above terms of Righteouſneſs | 
=» and Juſlification ; we muſt ſpeak of them as 
referring to our everlaſting happineſs. We 
may ſafely ſay that the beſt man can only 
claim ſuch an exceeding reward by the mercy 


of God. What were otherwiſe the claims, I 
and the characters of men, ſhould be conſi- I 


dered, if conſidered at all, with that moderation 
and ſobricty, which the difficulty of the queſtion 
requires. Charity and Piety are very materially . 
affected by our opinions on this ſubject ; wide 
ought to be cur views, and flow and ſolid 
our concluſions; and we ſhould be eſpecially 
cautious to lean to that fide which affords us 
the brighteſt view of God as the Creator and 
Man as the Creature, leſt the gloomier exhi- 
| bition ſhould precipitate ſome into a cheerleſs 
Faith, or a tremendous Infidelity, at a time when 
the critical ſtate of the European world de- 
mands of the friend of mankind the utmoſt 
exerxtion 


C0] 
exertion of Wiſdom and Adireſs for the pro- 
pagation of Picty. 


And now, Sir, let me aſk you, by way of 
concluſion, the laſt queſtion with which 1 
ſhall probably ever, trouble you. I would 
know what you mean by the f lowing | ob- 
ſervation, which I confeſs aſtoniſhed me, when 
the like was made to me near thirty years 
ago, in a debate which I was politely per- 


I ' mitted to have with the reſpectable Counteſs 


of Huntingdon, " nevertheleſs a conſcious and 
perſonal expericnce is neceſſury to our receiv- 
ing the enjoyment of that doctrine,“ viz. That 

a man is juſtified by Faith, without the deeds 
of the Law, Do you mean, Sir, to ſay that 
a man has ever ſuch a conſcious and perſonal 
experience as that abovementioned? What are 
the ſigns of this experience? I cannot tell, you 
ſay, but ſomehow or another, I know that 1 
have it, otherwife I could not have made this 
obſervation. Ladare at your aſlertion, yet th 

like is made bye any, but my aſtoniſhment is 
not therefore leſſened. Let a man do his bet 
in the diſcharge of his religious duties, ſuppli- 


ce ing 
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cating God, one may fay in the phraſe of holy | 
ſcripture, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, for his i 

divine aſſiſtance, truſting and hoping in his 
: Redeemer, and I doubt not but the more he 
grows ſtrong in religious habits, the more he 
will rejoice in the Lord in the conſciouſneſs 

of progreſſive virtue. But when he can derive 
this joy from a rational view. of his conduct 
and his hopes, and knows that ſuch a view is 


a a natural cauſe of it, he will tremble to impute 


it to any ſpecial illapſe of Grace, leſt he ſhould 5 
err in his judgement, become buoyant on an 
illuſory cloud, thereby throw himſelf out of 
the government of Reaſon into the power of 5 
Fancy, conſider himſelf as ſealed to Salvation, 
ſwell into ſpiritual pride, crown himſelf above 
| his fellow creatures, exult upon the throne! of 
ſelf- ſufficiency, utter from thence his infallible 
reſcripts, and forbear to work out his Salvation 
with that holy caution, which becomes the pro- 
bationary candidate for an happineſs. 


1 am, Sir, 


Your fincere wel ns, 3 
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